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offices, containing a strong room, were provided
for him, and he intended to put the safe into that
room, but it was found that the door had been
made too narrow to admit it, so that the safe
was left outside. The strong room had windows
looking out into the Castle yard. The jewels
belonged originally to the Crown Jewels of England,
and were sent over to be used by the Grand
Master of St, Patrick. Mr. Justice Darling:
Of what did they consist ? Sir A. Vicars : Of a
badge with a chain to go round the neck, and a
large diamond star. Mr. Justice Darling: Then
when you refer to the Crown Jewels you mean
those two things only ? Sir A. Vicars: Yes.
Anyone could carry them away in his pocket.
Mr. Campbell: Have you the slightest know-
ledge or idea as to what has become of them
since ? Sir A. Vicars : Not the slightest.1
King Edward and his mother were probably
better linguists than any other Royal personages
in Europe. This, of course, is a truism; but
only a very few outside the Palaces can be aware
of the fact that both mother and son were pro-
ficients in the mechanical language of the deaf
and dumb. "I was at the Palace,53 said one of
my friends, " when, besides Queen Victoria and
the Prince of Wales, only two or three persons were
present. An active conversation went on, to nay
surprise, between mother and son, not in audible
sounds, but with the aid of their fingers. In
this silent language the Prince conveyed to
1 Vide Chap/HI., "Thelion F&L"